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Special points of Special points of Special points of    

interest:interest:interest:---   

Dates for the diary...                  Dates for the diary...                  Dates for the diary...                     

 

JULY 2014 
 

Flower Festival at St James the Elder, Horton 
 

4th, 5th and 6th July 2014 
T 

The Festival continues as follows: 
Friday 4th/Saturday 5th July - 10am-8pm 

Sunday 6th July - 10am-5pm, followed by a service of evensong at 6.30pm.  
Teas will be served at the Church.   

 
Entry free, donations to the church. 

 
 

 
 

 Horton and Little Sodbury Village Hall AGM 

 
You are invited to our 

Annual General Meeting 

 
at the Village Hall 

At 7.45 pm on Tuesday, 15th  July 2014 
 

All are welcome, especially if you 
 

 live in the area  

 or you are a member of one of the groups that use our hall 
  
 The agenda will include reports for the past year and opportunities for people to put 
forward their  ideas and suggestions for improving our Hall and  our activities. 

  
   

 
 

Please check the website for updates between newsletters:-                         

http://www.halsvh.org.uk/  
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From the editior:- 
 
Dear readers, 
 
Summer is finally here—
hooray! What glorious 
sunshine we have had 
over the last few weeks, 
let’s hope it continues 
for a super summer this 
year.   
 
Keep the articles coming 
in, we have a full edition 
this month which is 
great. 
 
Happy reading.... 
 
Katherine 
 
 

http://www.halsvh.org.uk/


   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Events from St James the Elder:Events from St James the Elder:Events from St James the Elder:---   
 

All services are held at 11:15am on Sundays  
 

4th, 5th and 6th July 2014 
Flower Festival 

 
Pat and Tina would like to thank all of those 

who have given so generously towards the 

Flower Festival and hope that you will come 

along and see the beautiful flowers that you 

have given towards. As the saying goes 'Take 

time to stop and smell the flowers' and maybe 

have a cup of tea and a slice of cake! 
 

The Festival continues as follows: 
Friday 4th/Saturday 5th July - 10am-8pm 

Sunday 6th July - 10am-5pm, followed by a service of 
evensong at 6.30pm. Teas will be served at the Church.   

 
Entry free, donations to the church. 

 
Tel 01454 319356 for further information.   

   

Union United Methodist Church 
Sanctuary Choir Visit 

 
As anticipated and 
after much prepa-
ration the Choir 
arrived at the Vil-
lage Hall on Thurs-
day afternoon, 12th 
June after travelling 
down from Kendal, 
in the Lake District 
via Stratford. 

I must first thank everyone who helped to make this visit 
so successful; from providing accommodation and hospi-
tality, donating towards the meal on Thursday to clearing 
up afterwards and in any other way, however small. The 
response to my request for offers of accommodation was 
fantastic and took a lot of the early pressure off the or-

ganisation of the trip. The Village once again rallied 
round and supported the Church and on behalf of St 
James the Elder we would extend a huge thank you to 
Horton residents. 
After some confusion, probably caused by myself, the 
choir were introduced to their hosts and transported to 
the Church for a rehearsal for their concert the following 
evening. They were bowled over by the Church, its his-
tory and setting and we sometimes forget what we have 
in our midst; it really is worth supporting. This was fol-
lowed by a very enjoyable meal at the Village Hall organ-
ised by our village caterer in chief, Tina Hildick-Smith. I 
must report that the American’s even enjoyed Bert 
Gough’s coleslaw! They were then whisked away with 
their hosts for what must have been a very welcome 
night’s sleep. 
On Friday morning they were off bright and early again 
into Bristol primarily to visit ‘The New Room’ and ‘John 
Wesley’s Chapel’ in Broadmead. This, together with 
Charles Wesley’s house in Charles Street is the Holy 
Grail to Methodists visiting from abroad and is the birth 
place of Methodism. On the way I took them on a very 
brief tour of Bristol, across the Downs to view the Sus-
pension Bridge then along College Road past Clifton 
College. This was to see where the Americans planned 
the D-Day landings on Utah and Omaha beaches. Fol-
lowing this we went down to Hotwells to see the SS 
Great Britain, back up to Clifton and past the University’s 
Wills Tower. Finally we went down Park Street, across 
College Green, the Centre and then into Broadmead for 
their 10.00am appointment at The New Room. 
At 12.30pm we left Bristol for lunch at Acton Turville be-
fore continuing on to Castle Coombe and then Laycock 
before returning to Horton for a short break before the 
main Concert in the evening. American visitors certainly 
pack in the sightseeing! 
The Concert in the evening was preceded by the ringing 
of the Church Bells and in case you were wondering 
why; it was at the particular request of the choir Director, 
Carole Eckert. The Concert was, I think without exag-
geration, an outstanding and enjoyable event judging by 
the feedback that I have received from those who were 
able to attend. The evening will be remembered for a 
long, long time and included sacred music, songs from 
Broadway and finally American spirituals. I knew that the 
Choir were good, having heard them sing in their Church 
in Belleville but I did not appreciate how professional 
they actually were and the diversity of the music that 
they were able to perform. Our thanks go out to them for 
what was a truly magical evening. 
All too quickly the visit came to a close and our visitors 
left on Friday morning at 8.15am, to travel on to North 
Devon for a couple of days and then back to London via 
Bath, before returning home the following Tuesday. How 
to see the UK in seven days!  
Finally, I am sure that individual hosts have received e-
mails from their visitors but I have had a communication 
from the Choir’s Musical Director, Carole Eckert thanking 
everyone for their efforts in making the trip so successful. 
 
Richard Needs 
Church Warden – St.James the Elder, Horton 

 



News from Horton CE VA Primary SchoolNews from Horton CE VA Primary SchoolNews from Horton CE VA Primary School   
As the new Head at Horton Primary School it gives me great pleasure 
to introduce myself and to let you know what the children have been up 
to during this very busy summer term. My name is Isabel Stephens. I 
was previously Deputy Head at St. John’s Mead in Chipping Sodbury 
and before that I was Assistant Head at Frampton Cotterell C.E Primary 
School. Working at Horton Primary School feels such a privilege with its 
amazing views, lovely community feel and supportive parents. 
We have had quite a sporty term starting with Sports Week during 
which we held Sports Day. We were so lucky to be able hold our Sports 
Day in the sunshine during a week when there was a lot of rain. At the 
end of June the children took part in District Sports at KLB and im-
pressed us all with their behaviour, determination and sportsmanship. I 
was extremely proud of them all. 

Our children took a very full and active part in the Chipping Sodbury 
Festival this year. They produced pieces of art and attended work-
shops and talks during the festival. Many of the children also sang in 
the Combined School Concert in the Town Hall on Friday 20th June. It 
gave them the opportunity to work with children from other schools 
which is important when you attend a small school. The choir sang 
really well and included harmonies. The orchestra was particularly im-
pressive considering the fact they had only had a few rehearsals. It 
was joy to see so much talent in one room. We also took part in the 
Carnival. The theme was Disney and so we all dressed up as the cast 
from the Lion King and won the walking entry. The FOHS, (Friends of 
Horton School), excelled themselves by making a Lion King banner 

and Pride Rock. 
It is the time of year 
when we say goodbye to our Year 6 children- Ben, Harry, Joshua, 
Ursula, Rebecca, Mischa, Ethan, Joe D, Esme, Joe K and Eddie. 
They attended a lovely Leavers Service at Gloucester Cathedral. 
They are currently spending induction days at their new schools and 
are very excited about taking the next step. We are also welcoming 
our new Reception children- Lottie and Fred who are joining us for 
story time so that they will feel more confident when they begin in 
September. 
If you have walked past the school recently you would almost cer-
tainly have heard singing as we are practising hard for our summer 
production, the Lion King. You are warmly invited to the dress re-
hearsal which we will be holding at the Village Hall on Monday 7th 
July at 2pm. If you see various wild animals walking past your window 

don’t worry, it is just the children in their costumes. 
On a final note, if anyone would like to come in to hear 
readers in the school it would be greatly appreciated. 
You could do anything from an hour a week to a whole 
morning/afternoon if you wanted. Please let us know if 
you are interested by phoning the school on 01454 
318834 or by just popping in. 

 

Spring Bull Run, May 18th 2014 
We were fortunate to be blessed with a beautiful sunny day for the Bull Run this year although the numbers were 
slightly down due to the date coinciding with that for other events. The first 3 runners home were D.Wright 
25.27mins,  A. Lane 27.18mins  and R Smith 27.35mins.  Noting the times, they clearly didn’t pause to take in the 
views of the scenic 4¼ mile course. 
 
Yet again the event raised a significant sum towards the ongoing upkeep of the Village Hall and with this in mind, a 
special thank you goes to all the marshals and helpers without whom it could not take place. 
 
Barbera Denton  



Slow Broadband in Horton, Little Sodbury End and  
the Hawkesbury common areas 

 

Is your broadband very slow? Do you need faster broadband for your business? 
It appears that our area is unlikely to get the promised fast rural broadband in the near (or even probably distant) 
future. Even if the Horton box is fibre enabled anyone who is over about 900 metres from it is unlikely to benefit. 
Little Sodbury End is already connected to a fibre enabled box so we are not going to get increased speeds at all 
because the council will not allocate any of its grants to upgrading the service from this box. 
As we need a faster broadband for our business and as we upload data there are really no other cost effective solu-
tions. 
If anybody in the community needs a faster service and would like to attend a meeting at the village hall with BT, the 
council's executive David Perry, Steve Webb and Luke Hall (con candidate) please e mail me at  
totteroak@yahoo.co.uk and George Hammersley and I will organise one if there is enough interest. 
Richard Williams. 

mailto:totteroak@yahoo.co.uk


AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements   
Farewell from the Hares Family who are leaving Little Sodbury End after nearly 25 years .  Amanda bought her own 
home in Yate at the beginning of the year and Christopher has plans to live closer to his business which is based 
near Thornbury.  So, with both of the “children” moving on, I decided to do the same and have bought a cottage in 
Hatters Lane – not going far!  Thank you to everyone who we have got to know over the years in Horton and our 
dear neighbours in Little Sodbury End, I couldn’t have wished for a better place to live and bring up the children. 
Catrina Hares 
 
 
Welcome to Michael and Ann Weaver and their daughters  who are moving into Tyndale Lodge, Little Sodbury End 

from Hawkesbury.  Welcome to Horton & Little Sodbury! 

 

 

Family home wanted Family home wanted Family home wanted    
Family renting in Horton would really like to buy a house locally - potential for an annexe 
would be a bonus. If anyone is considering selling, please give us a call and help us stay 
in the village (or surrounding areas). We would love to hear from you.  
Please call 325822. 
 

WantedWantedWanted   
Second hand bike 

 required for general use. 
Please contact Sara Gray 

on (01454) 325865  

Telephone boxTelephone boxTelephone box   
I was wondering if anyone 
would mind if BT or I 
cleaned  or painted the 
phone box or generally 
cleaned up that particular 
area since it is looking a bit 
of a state. 
We have been in contact 
with BT who state they will 
paint the telephone box but 
they were unable to confirm 
exactly when this will be 
done! 
 
Cheers 
Huw Williams 
 
williamshuw@outlook.com  



newsletter distribution 
This newsletter is distributed by email. The newsletter is also available on the Village Hall website. To be sure of 
getting future issues please forward your email address to the Newsletter Editor. 

contacts 
Contact details for members of the Village Hall Committee are available on the website www.halsvh.org.uk. 
For Village Hall bookings contact Emma Cordy-Rugman on 322879 or via the email address given on the website. 

newsletter items 
Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. The Editor reserves the right to edit contributions. 

Items for inclusion in the newsletter should be sent to: newsletter@halsvh.org.uk . 

Katherine Standerwick 
Note: Unless explicitly indicated the contents of the newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the Village Hall Committee, the Editor of the Village Newslet-

ter or anyone else associated with its production 

Nina’s Nails 
Fully insured 

 
Manicure/Luxury Spa Manicure 

 
Gel & Acrylic Nails/Gel Polish 

 
Ninawilkes@sky.com 

 
Little Sodbury End 
Chipping Sodbury 

 
Tel. 01454 601419 

Mobile. 075233398118 

Jacqui Isaac Tel: 318079 

http://hortonandlittlesodburyvillagehall.org.uk/
mailto:newsletter@hortonandlittlesodburyvillagehall.org.uk

