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February 2025

Please send items for next newsletter by 24™ March 2025 to newsletter@halsvh.org.uk

Editorial

So we are now well in to 2025, and it’s amazing to think that we are a quarter of the way into this century.
| know !! Do you remember the fuss we had about the Millennium Bug ?? Surely that wasn’t that long ago.
But back to the here and now, and welcome to this month’s newsletter ! It's a bit different this month;
there are some different sections, all starting with “What ...”, so look out for those.

So dust off your diary, rally your friends, and get ready to make the most of what’s happening in and around
Horton. And if you have anything you would like included in the next newsletter ... from the school, from
the church, from the Social Club, from local organisations and clubs, from anything happening in the village,
then please let us know by 24" March 2025 - e-mails sent to newsletter@halsvh.org.uk

Thank you.

Dates for the Diary

Here is a list of what will be happening in and around Horton & Little Sodbury in the next few months

Six Nations Rugby @ Horton Social Club starting 1°' Feb - see What diary
Horton Quiz @ HVH Fri 21 Feb - see What diary
Table Top Craft Fayre @ OIld Sodbury VH Sat 8" Mar - see What diary
Ninebarrow @ HVH Sun 16" Mar - see What diary
Easter Sunday Service @ St James’ Church Sun 20 Apr - see What elsewhere
Horton Bull Run @ HVH Sun 27 Apr - see What diary
Carnival of the Animals Concert @ HVH Sun 6™ July 25 - see What diary

Boxercise classes are every Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6.30- 7.30pm at Village Hall.
Pilates classes starting again — see below or contact Sue Webb on sue@coreandmore.co.uk.

What’s in the Diary in detail

Things happening at the Social club starting 1°* Feb. @ Horton Social Club
If you are thinking about where to watch the Six Nations rugby tournament this year, think no further! Blfg E&¥3
The Horton Social Club will be showing all England games, opening 30 minutes before kick off. . )
There’s beer; there are hot pies at half time; there’s a big screen - what more could you want.
The first game is on Sat 1% Feb, with Ireland playing England - doors open at 4.15, with the game
starting at 4:45. See media for timings of forthcoming matches.

The February Quiz night Fri 215t Feb @ Horton Village Hall

Please come along to the last of our quiz nights for this year at Horton Village Hall.

Doors open at 7pm on Friday 21 February, with the quiz starting at 7:30pm. It’s a maximum of 4
per team. So get your quizzing caps on and we’ll see you there.

(Ed — | have a broken quiz machine for sale that fell off the back of a lorry — no questions asked !)
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Ninebarrow returning to Horton Sun 16" March 2025 @ Horton anlage Hall
Exciting news! Ninebarrow are returning to Horton Village Hall on Sunday, 16th March.
This award-winning folk duo, loved by so many, are stopping in Horton as part of their |
2025 mini national tour. It’s a matinee performance, with doors opening at 1:45 PM and
the concert starting at 2:30 PM. And yes, the bar will be open, even at that time! Plus, tea
and cakes will be available.
Tickets are £17 (+57p booking charge), and are available via www.ninebarrow.co.uk/horton
Don’t miss out—book now as it’s sure to be a sell-out!
(Ed — and seriously, we have sold a lot of tickets already, so if you want to come, then get your tickets now !!)

Horton Spring Bull Run Sun 27t April @ Horton Village Hall
Why not spend a sunny Sunday morning enjoying a scenic 4 mile run through the
Horton countryside. Starting at Horton Village Hall at 10.30 on Sunday 27™ April, W70 sunday 10,5080
the Bull Run is a road run catering for all abilities. Hope to see you there. _ . 27th April 2025
Pre-entry is encouraged — Adult entry £10.00 and Child entry £7.00 for more info emll
More details available by visiting the site  www.hortonbullrun.co.uk ‘ ‘ °"::";Z’7"5';m'::6';°°m

or e-mailing hortonbullrun@ymail.com or by calling 07501 808468,

Carnival of the Animals Concert Sun 6 July 2025 @ Horton Village Hall
NP as - 4 | OK..so we are really planning ahead here, but this is well
= worth knowing about and getting in your 2025 diary.
" On the afternoon of Sunday 6™ July the international Feria
Y chamber ensemble will come to Horton for a light classical
| concert for the whole family. The famous 'Carnival of the
| Animals' by Saint-Saéns will take centre stage, with You
Chiung Lin and Stefan Hofkes as the piano soloists, and
specially written comedic poems by Dominic Lopez Real.
Before this musical celebration we will hear the beautiful
Siegfried Idyll as it was originally intended, a beautiful love letter in sound, performed as a surprise to
Wagner's wife Cosima on the steps of their house by a group of musician friends. It was made famous when
it was used in the film 'The boys from Brazil'. A musical treat in our beautiful setting, and not to be missed.
These matinee tickets are £15 adult/£10 under 16s, and are available via chairman@halsvh.org.uk
(Ed — This is going to be huge, in all senses of the word — so please put Sunday 6 July in your diary.)

What’s been happening

The Christmas Cabaret — a festive night to remember.
What a night! The 6™ December saw Horton Village Hall buzzing as the long-awaited Christmas Cabaret brought
music, laughter, and a good dose of festive cheer. Our talented local performers took to the stage with everything
from toe-tapping tunes to comedy gold—who knew we had such hidden stars in the village?
The mince pies were tasty, the mulled wine flowed, and the bar did a roaring trade. The launch of the Village
Christmas e-Card gave everyone a chance to spread some goodwill (and save on postage).
A cracking night out that reminded us all of the magic of live performances —great entertainment, great company,
Roll on next year!
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An amazing 100+ tractors of all different shapes and sizes left Horton Social Club on Sunday 22" December and
travelled through Hawkesbury Upton and the surrounding district, stopping off at Chipping Sodbury before
returning home to Horton. What an amazing sight they were.

% .. Chris Bateman writes :-
: : Horton tractor run is pleased to announce that £2624.22 has been donated
to the original Santa float’s children hospital fund making their grand total a
staggering £20000! And we are also pleased to announce £2624.22 donated
to MIND.
The summer tractor run date has been set for the 3rd August, more details
to be released closer to the time.
(Ed — that really is an amazing total. Well done to the 100+ tractors and
drivers who took to the roads — absolutely brilliant!)

The January Quiz night

S‘—;— ;_ “* Horton Village Hall was buzzing on the 21% February as 7 teams gathered for a first of our two
; evenings of quizzing for 2025. The competition was fierce (but friendly), the bar was busy, and

the atmosphere was fantastic.

Huge thanks to Patrick Williams for keeping us on our toes and making the quiz such a hit. A top evening.

Hopefully see you all there for the one in February.

(Ed — for info, the top three teams all came from outside Horton. Surely Hortonians will put that right next time !)

— Burns Night

It was Saturday 25™ January and it could only mean one thing - the Fat Boys in Lycra were

serving up a Burns Night to remember.

= Alison Barlow writes:

| A very well attended event following the usual format....a very busy day for a merry band

of Fat Boys decorating and preparing the Hall, prepping and cooking veg and making soup

before serving the traditional fare in a very timely manner.

The address to the haggis was delivered by Keith Barlow and the evening

MC’ed by Leigh Barlow. He addressed the ladies with a poem he had written.

Abbi Isaac’s reply, also in verse, was an excellent counterpoint! There was a

plentiful selection of fine Malts to test and lovely puddings courtesy of the FB

wives - the Cranachan was particularly popular on our table.

Thank you Fat Boys .. a very successful event. It was great seeing so many of
B e the younger members and special thanks to Bob Holloway’s granddaughter,

Emily, for all her help in the evening.

“Fat Boys in Lycra”
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Rockhampton Wind Quintet Concert

On 31st January, Horton Village Hall hosted a fantastic evening of live music as the Rockhampton
Wind Quintet delivered an outstanding performance. From the elegance of Debussy to the
energy of Piazzolla, each piece was played with skill and warmth. Their musicianship and
teamwork captivated the audience throughout.

Once again, the Rockhampton Wind Quintet proved why they are a valued part of our musical
calendar. A truly unforgettable evening—hopefully, they’ll return again soon!

What’s happening elsewhere

Hawkesbury Upton Village Hall news and events

If you want to know more about that is happening in Hawkesbury Upton, then please check out their newsletter
by contacting Colin Dixon on colindixon365@btinternet.com
Highlights, all happening at Hawkesbury Upton Village Hall, include :

e Big Breakfast on Sunday 13th April 9.30am to 11.00am. £7 per adult breakfast

e Plant Sale on Saturday 17th May 10.00am to 12.00

e 2 xEV chargers at 22kW each to be installed in the hall car park in March

Old Sodbury news and events

Sam Newick writes :-

A warm welcome back for our members on Wednesday January 8th 2025, albeit with

snow on the ground. At our first meeting of the year, we were joined by Claire Callaghan

who gave us with some wonderful insights into the world of Physical health and Wellbeing

for Women. Claire is a Chartered Physiotherapist, and she provided us with a fascinating INSPIRING WOMEN
talk on how low oestrogen levels after menopause have an effect on bone health, muscle strength, our pelvic
floor muscles, balance, and co-ordination. These effects can be mitigated by exercises and attention to diet and
supplements. To reduce the risk of heart attack or stroke, we are also advised to follow the CMO’s
recommendations in 2019 — basically to keep moving! Our monthly competition was an exercise aid where our
members shared boxing kits, exercise rings, spinners and squeezy balls!

In other news, our Wl team has been accepted for the 2025 Skittles tournament but no date for the first match is
available yet. Our wonderful book club is reading ‘Six Years’ by Harlan Coben and will be meeting at the end of
the month to discuss. Our members will be attending a ceramic workshop in January, an Old Sodbury Race Night
in February and we have many more trips and activities booked for the upcoming year. We will also be hosting a
table-top sale in the near future — watch this space !.

We meet on the first Wednesday of every month. Our next meeting is on Wednesday 5th February at Old Sodbury
Village Hall. If you would like to know more or attend a meeting, do get in touch. You would be most welcome to
attend one of our future meetings.

Sam Newick. 07534 930 630

(Ed — late news just in — the table top sale is on Sat 8" March from 10am till 1pm at Old Sodbury Village Hall. Local
craft fayre, cakes, teas, coffees — all welcome !)
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Church News

Update from St James’ Church, Horton
The PCC writes :-

Pleased to report another good turnout for both our Carol Service and Christmas Eve Communion. Always
nice to have a good congregation.

We are still waiting for our quinquineal report, but as per the last newsletter we know there will be money
to be spent on the fabric of the Church. Remember, we also need to generate funds for the roof repairs.
We did ask last time round if anyone would volunteer to complete a Lottery grant application, sadly no
one has come forward as yet...so the role is still open!.

On the subject of fundraising, the easyfunding route is still open. Just visit "easyfunding.org.uk" and sign
up. Remember it costs you nothing. There are over 7000 retailers linked to this so I’m sure you can find
your most popular supplier....Amazon, ebay, Argos and all the supermarkets, to name just a few.

| We enjoyed a new (old!) service on Sunday 12th January, Plough
Sunday. We shared this with our friends from Little Sodbury |
church, and many thanks to The Wilkie Family who provided the
plough and Chris Needham for the tractor.! This is an ancient
festival which was revived by the Victorians. Traditionally it is
celebrated on the first Sunday after Epiphany (so we were spot on
there!) where a plough is blessed and prayers are offered towards
the promise of a good harvest ahead.

Thank you to the fifty in the congregation with a collection split 3
between the two churches and the Farming Community Network w
(fcn.org.uk). We have had some very positive comments about the
morning so | sure this service will form part of our normal calendar.
The next main event will be Easter Sunday (April 20th) but of course
we WI|| be holding our regular services at 11.15 every Sunday.

Finally can we please thank all those that contribute to making our church so
welcoming and looking a true picture.

Update from St Adeline’s Church
Brenda Cordy & Linda Hurst write :-

The November craft fair raised an amazing £700. Thank you to the many of you that supported this
event to achieve this amount that is being spent on the running costs of the church.

Such a variety of stalls and talent within our villages. A relaxing way to do some Christmas shopping
with the personal experience. Thank you to those that donated and served the refreshments, and
also to those that donated raffle prizes.

A traditional Carol service of Readings and Carols was held on the 20th December, with Rev Chris
officiating. We welcomed members of Horton Choir to add to the well attended congregation.

The church was traditionally decorated using holly and ivy in the windows with candles and baubles.
Warmed mince pies and drinks were served following the service.

Thanks to Nick Rugman who has supplied and positioned a Christmas tree in the church for many
years, Hobbs House bakery for the donation of the mince pies, Sally Ludlow for decorating the font
and Advent ring, and to those that gave their time decorating the church. It is greatly appreciated.
The Benefice service held on Sunday 29th December was held at St. Adeline's.
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e The change of times for Evensong during the winter months starting at 4pm has been well received.
When the clocks change at the end of March we will resume to 6pm for the summer months.

e We have some challenges ahead with the report of the Quinquenial and work involved. A pressing
problem is the vestry which has damage due to a leak and blown concrete. It is an enormous
challenge which we will be discussing at our next PCC meeting in February. A plan and way forward
with professional help.

e Thereis a visitors book situated on the welcome table inside the church. The visitors are from a wide
range of places and varied comments are written in the book. We will include some in the future
editions of the future newsletters. They make very interesting reading.

Church Wardens
Brenda and Linda.

Parish Council news

Parking on Horton Hill
It has been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that there have been increasing instances of people
obstructing the footway on Horton hill by parking their cars on the pavement and leaving very little room for
pedestrians to get by.
(Ed — | can appreciate that it is difficult, but if it were possible to please stop doing this, it would be greatly
appreciated, especially by the children and parents walking to school. Thank you.)

Parish Council Meetings
The next date for the Parish Council meeting is Wednesday 26" March @ 7.45PM at Horton Village Hall.
If you want to know more about Horton Parish Council, then please check out their websites :-

e https://hortonparishcouncil.co.uk/

e https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/static/540adf2631e291767ecdc8db15767c3a/05-Horton-PC-
following-amalgamation-of-Little-Sodbury-PM.pdf

What else
An end to the Macmillan Coffee Mornings at Horton Village Hall =
Mags Bond writes :- M&:c;?fi;l;a’
ornings

My family and | made the decision that the coffee morning last year was our last one. We
have been holding the coffee mornings for 12 years at the Village Hall and it has grown
from strength to strength but it is time for us to hang up our coffee cups! We would like
to thank everyone for all your donations be it cakes, raffle prizes or coming along and donating money! Over the
years we have raised £17,168.57! From the bottom of my heart, thank you everyone @

(Ed — can | just say a HUGE thank you to Mags and her crew for all the hard work they have done over the years in
raising such an amazing amount for Macmillan. Well done all)
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The Village Agent Update

Paul Jones, our Village Agent writes:

I’'ve recently been switched over to full fibre at home. | thought it might be helpful to provide
some guidance on the Digital switchover based on BT’s information.

Please look at the pdf at the end of the newsletter for more details.

Additional information is also available at: www.bt.com/digital-voice

Paul

Village Agents can make a real difference to their communities by working with local people and support agencies.
More information on the project can be found here: www.wern.org.uk/village-agents

Contact me on:

T: 07795442272

E: paul@wern.org.uk

(Ed —in summary ... By 2027, landlines will switch from analogue to digital, with at least four weeks' notice given.
If you have internet, your landline phone will connect via the hub/router, with adapters available if needed. After
the digital switchover landlines will not work during power cuts, so you would need to use your mobile instead.
For internet failures, vulnerable customers get a free backup phone, while others can buy one. Power cuts will
disable digital phones, but BT offers an 8-hour battery for vulnerable users.

BT provides 30 days’ notice—call 150 from a BT landline for help. )

Want to hire out the hall ??

Are you looking for an event venue for 2025, then look no further than Horton
and Little Sodbury Village Hall. Our village hall is perfect for birthday parties,
wedding receptions, craft fairs, musical evenings, business meetings, off-site
away-days, or team building event? Our rates are very competitive and you can
host whatever kind of event suits your social or business needs.

We have free high speed wireless internet and a
== screen foryou to project slides or other presentations.
== The hall seats up to about 100 people theatre style,
b and about 60 cabaret style.

Outside we have space for a hog roast or a barbecue.
Our well fitted kitchen means that food can be cooked
on site if you wish. We have a plumbed in water boiler
to provide copious cups of tea or coffee.

Tables, chairs, use of the kitchen, crockery, cutlery,
glasses, teapots and cafetieres are included in the hire
charge. And we have a bar area. No hidden extras.
Outside we have a patio, a large car park and also a large playing field where you
could have teambuilding events. We are within easy reach of Bristol, Bath, Yate,
Stroud and the M4 and M5 motorways.

Check out our web site http://www.halsvh.org.uk/

or contact Emma on emma@halsvh.org.uk or 01454 322879 for further information and to arrange a visit.
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On Yer Bike, Stuart !!

Stuart Cordy is taking on the Tour de Bristol in April 2025 to raise vital funds for

St Peter’s Hospice.

He says: "I’'m cycling to help ensure families facing incredibly tough times receive
the care and support they need—whether it's a reassuring voice on the phone, a
nurse at their doorstep, or comfort through their fear and uncertainty.

Every donation, big or small, makes a real difference."

If you’d like to support Stuart’s challenge, you can donate here: -‘
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/TourdeBristol2025-StuartCordy?utm medium= FR&utm source= WA

Printer cartridges - free to a good home

We have a large selection of Epsom and Canon printer cartridges that are looking for a new home.
The part numbers are Epsom T0711 to T0715 and Canon 525 and 526.
They're free ! So if you want them, please contact Tony via newsletter@halsvh.org.uk

Do you have an old mobile phone or tablet that is no longer required ?
Do you have an old mobile phone or tablet that you would like to donate to the Village Hall, please.

We are in desperate need of “something” to work with our Zettle card reader so we can accept credit cards
behind the bar.

If you do have one we could use, please contact Katharine via chairman@halsvh.org.uk or 07711 672007

-000-000-000-000-000-000-000-000-000-
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Useful Local Information
Horton & Little Sodbury Village Hall

Web site: www.halsvh.org.uk
Chair chairman@halsvh.org.uk
Hall bookings emma@halsvh.org.uk oron 01454 322879
Village Agent
Paul Jones: paul@wern.org.uk oron 07795 442272
Horton Parish Council https://hortonparishcouncil.co.uk/
Quick Quiz
Answers to last edition’s quiz
1.. What is traditionally hidden inside a Christmas pudding? A silver coin
2. According to the song, what did my true love give to me on the 9% day of Christmas? Nine ladies dancing
3. If you’re born on Christmas Day, what’s your star sign? Capricorn
4. How many of Santa’s reindeers' names start with 'D'? 3 (Dasher, Dancer, and Donner)
5. What time is the King’s speech traditionally broadcast on Christmas Day? 3pm

Five quick questions to test your general knowledge ! Answers provided in next edition

1. What element is denoted by the chemical symbol Sn in the periodic table?
2. How many of Henry VIII's wives were called Catherine?

3. What was the most popular girls name in the UK in 2023?

4. What was the old name for a Snickers bar before it changed in 19907?

5. How many human players are there on each side in a polo match?

-000-000-000-000-000-000-000-000-000-
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The Poster section

Paul Jones - Village Agent Update
Help, support, and advice for residents of the Cotswold Edge area, which embraces the villages of
Acton Turville, Badminton, Little Badminton, Hawkesbury Upton, Wickwar, Horton and Little
Sodbury.

s — !
~op

I’'ve recently been switched over to full fibre at home. | thought it might be helpful to
provide some guidance on the Digital switchover based on BT's information.

Getting ready for the digital switchover

Between now and 2027 most telephone providers will be moving their customers from old analogue
landlines to new, digital landline services. Different companies may be offering slightly different advice in
the run up to your switch. For the most part, though, the advice and support will be the same.

Customers should be contacted by their telephone provider, at least four weeks in advance before making
the switch, to ensure they are ready to move to their digital landline. Depending upon which internet
services they already have in their home, will determine how their new digital telephone service is set up.

An electrical socket
adapter can be issued

This information is based on BTs

guidance for the digital
Phone plugs into

the back of the switchover. Other providers may

offer different guidance.

\ \\\ You will find additional information on
\\ the next page.
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If there is already an internet connection: There will probably already be a hub/router in the
house. In which case the phone can be plugged into the socket on the back on the hub/router. If a
new hub/router is needed, this will be sent out by the provider. If the hub/router is not close to the
landline location in the house, then an electrical socket adapter can be issued, and the telephone is
plugged into that. The physical landline socket where the phone Is probably currently plugged into,
will remain in use. This socket is used to bring the intermet connection from the outside exchange to
the hub/router.

If there is no internet connection: The provider will make the digital changes at the exchange
box in the street so nothing will change within the house. This would also still work if there was a
power cut.

If the internet connection fails: Customers may already have a mabile phone they can use as a
backup. In addition, BT will provide a free phone to vulnerable customers in case their internet
connection goes down. Customers who are not classed as vulnerable can purchase one. People in
rural areas will be classed as vulnerable if they live alone and don't have any other way of contacting
someone. Ofcom have set regulations that there must be back-up equipment in place for vulnerable
customers.

Ifthereis a power cut: If there is a power cut, then the telephone would not work. This is because
the hub/router that the phone is plugged into, needs power to function. With BT, any customers who
are classed as vulnerable would be issued with a free battery pack to provide backup power. This will
provide 8 hours back up and a free phone may be issued too. Ofcom have set regulations that there
must be back-up equipment in place for vulnerable customers.

What will the provider do in the run up: BT will provide 30 days’ notice (by letter) to customers
about the switchover. They will also send reminders throughout that 30-day period. If a customer
receives a letter and they need new equipment, they must contact BT to obtain this as BT don't know
what people currently have. If a customer doesn't already have a hub (they may have internet and
just not use it — the router being in a cupboard!) BT will send them a new hub. If you meet a customer
and they don't know what is happening or can't recall any communication, you or the customer can
call 150 from a landline and speak to the BT operator who can check their position.

Additional information is also available at: bt.comy/digital-voice

Paul

Village Agents can make a real difference to their communities by working with local people and support agencies.

Mare infarmation on the project can be found here: www werm.org uk/village-agents

Contact me on:
T- 07795442272
E: paul@wern.org.uk
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